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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Queen Liliuokalani

The Queen was the last holdout for
the Monarchy.
On January 24, 1895 ex-

queen Liliuokalani signed a five-
page letter of abdication and a
one-page oath of loyalty to the
Republic of Hawaii. Six
witnesses including her personal
attorney and her cabinet
ministers signed a statement
certifying that she had freely and
voluntarily signed in their
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presence. Notary W.L. Stanley  herself formally recognized the
also notarized the documents. Republic — her abdication and
Knowing that at least 19 nations loyalty oath belong among the
had already recognized the letters whereby heads of
Republic of Hawaii, and that the government around the world
attempted counter-revolution by  (including Liliuokalani for those

Robert Wilcox had been

who believed her position as

crushed earlier in the month, head of state for the Kingdom of
Liliuokalani decisively ended Hawaii was still viable) gave de
any hope for the monarchy and  jure recognition to the Republic

pledged her loyalty to the

as the rightful government of

Republic. Thus Liliuokalani Hawaii.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Austro-Hungary
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Belgium

Belguim
King Leopold Il of Belgium
personally signed a letter to
President Dole dated October
20, 1894, recognizing the
Republic of Hawaii. His Minister
of Foreign Affairs also wrote an
accompanying cover letter to his
Hawaiian counterpart. Both
letters are in French and there is
no translation.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Brazil

Brazil
The President of the Republic of
the United States of Brazil sent
a letter on September 29, 1894
to President Dole, written in
Portuguese, recognizing the
Republic. The Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Brazil sent an
accompanying cover letter to
Hawaii’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs Francis M. Hatch. No
English translations have
survived.
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Britain
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Britain

Queen Victoria of Britain
personally signed a two-page
letter to President Sanford Dole,
dated September 19, 1894,
recognizing the Republic of
Hawaii. She signed the letter
“Your good friend” Victoria. The
photographs show the original of
that letter.

This letter is extremely
significant because there had
been very close relations
between Britain and the
Hawaiian monarchy dating from
the arrival of Captain Cook in
1778 all the way to the reign of
Liliuokalani. Kamehameha The
Great could not have unified all
the islands without the military
expertise of John Young and the
guns, cannons and ships he got
from Britain. At the suggestion of
British admiral George

Vancouver, Kamehameha the
Great designed the Hawaiian
flag to include the British Union
Jack, and Kamehameha
informally ceded Hawaii Island
to Britain. John Young (known
by the Hawaiian name Olohana)
was appointed Governor of
Kamehameha’s home lIsland of
Hawaii, and married into the
family. His son John Young |l
(known as Keoni Ana) was
Kuhina Nui (second in command
to the King). The Constitution of
1840 was signed by only two
people: Kauikeaouli
Kamehameha Il and Keoni Ana.
Queen Emma (wife of Alexander
Liholiho Kamehameha IV) was a
granddaughter of John Young.
British Queen Victoria was
godmother to Queen Emma’s
baby — heir apparent to the
throne Prince Albert; Victoria
sent a crib to Emma which

/%

remains on display at the Queen
Emma Summer Palace. Emma
founded St. Andrews Cathedral
as an Anglican church, partly to
serve as a British political
counterweight to the American
missionary church Kawaiahao.
Archibald Cleghorn (Scottsman)
was the father of Princess
Kaiulani. Cleghorn’s wife,
Miriam Likelike, was a sister of
Liliuokalani. Princess
Liliuokalani herself had attended
Queen Victoria’s coronation in
London as an honored guest.
Thus it is especially significant
and poignant when the
monarchy of Queen Victoria
gives formal recognition to the
Republic whose leaders had
overthrown another monarchy
ruled by Victoria’s friend
Liliuokalani, and when Victoria
calls herself a “good friend” of
President Sanford B. Dole.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Chile

Chile

On September 26, 1894 the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Chile sent a two-
page letter on behalf of his
government to President
Sanford B. Dole, recognizing the
Republic of Hawaii. The letter, in
Spanish, was received in
Honolulu on December 12.
There is no English translation.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

China
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China

This is the original letter sent by
Princes Kung (now spelled
Gong) and Ching (now spelled
Qing) on behalf of Kuangsu
(now spelled Guangxu), the
Emperor of China, sent on
October 22, 1894 to President
Sanford B. Dole, recognizing the
Republic of Hawaii.

The Chinese-style date (reign
date) appearing in the Mandarin
language and its English
translation is the 14th day of the
8th month of the 20th year of the
reign of Emperor Kuangsu. The
English-language translator at
that time wrote that that date
was September 12, 1894. Thus
the letter from Hawaii requesting
recognition was received in
China on September 12 and
was answered on October 22.
During that period China was
engaged in the first Sino-
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Japanese war, which Japan
won, forcing China to give Korea
to Japan and also to pay a large
indemnity. Despite being
embroiled in a disastrous war,
the government of China
apparently considered Hawaii
sufficiently important that it
made time to send a letter to
Sanford B. Dole granting
diplomatic recognition to the
Republic of Hawaii (although it
took six weeks to do so).The
letter of recognition is a single
five-panel accordion-folded
document written in Mandarin.
Chinese language reads from
right to left as we look at the
document; therefore the order of
the individual panels begins with
#1 at our right as we look at it
(the left hand of the person
holding it from behind). Each
column is read from top to
bottom. The red box seen in
several places is known as a
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“chop” and its function in China
was similar to a wax seal or
notary seal, confirming that the
document is written under the
authority of and speaking on
behalf of the person whose
name appears inside the box.
The chops were simply stamped
on top of the previously-written
document. Thus the large bold
black characters inside the red
boxes are not signatures; they
are merely whatever was
already there when the chop
was overlaid. The names
certified by chops are given by
the small, faint red characters
inside the red borders of the
chops — they are small and
very hard to see in these
photographs, and may be
written in an archaic form of
Mandarin. The folded letter was
enclosed in an envelope of
slightly larger size.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

France

France

Casimir Perier, President of the
Republic of France, sent a
personally signed two-page
letter to President Sanford Dole
dated August 31, 1894,
recognizing the Republic of
Hawaii. The letter is in French

and there is no translation.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Germany/Prussia

IRANSLATION.

Berlin, October 20

Mr. Minister!

I have the honor to 2
Your Excellency's compnj;pétinn of %I
autograph letter, in which Mr. Brgns
Majesty, the Emperor and King, w most g
tion of the Republic of Hawaii on Ihzly
taking office as President, and.hu“&s ]
the Republic. Bl

I have not failed to submit ;

v :

Majesty, and have the honor to hand te Yo\;r
reply of His Majesty, the Emperor and King, in
/)//,%;,W ﬂ.#‘,h copy and an English translation, reques .
C;« ,/fi?r//«én((« 4//4;,4 W
g of Foseceie,
Al crs
=
A Poviitireiat o 4

same into the hands of the President.
Please accept, Mr. ll_!._n!.lt
‘ﬂwa of my highest consideration.

Germany/Prussia letter to President Sanford Dole, English translation. The German
Kaiser Wilhelm, Emperor of dated October 4, 1894, foreign minister wrote a one-
Germany and King of Prussia,  recognizing the Republic of page cover letter to Hawaiian
personally signed a two-page Hawaii. There is a two-page Minister of Foreign Affairs
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Guatemala

Guatemala

Jose Maria Reina Barrios,
President of the Constitutional
Republic of Guatemala,
personally signed a two-page
letter to President Sanford Dole
on September 30, 1894,
recognizing the Republic of
Hawaii.
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[taly
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Italy
King Umberto | of Italy
personally signed a one-page
letter in Italian to President Dole
dated September 23, 1894,
recognizing the Republic of
Hawaii. Two-page translation
into English, translation certified
as accurate by the consul of
Italy in Honolulu on October 6,
1894 with seal of consulate next
to his signature.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Mexico

Mexico

) President Porfirio Diaz of
: ‘ : Mexico personally signed a one-
nle e loo &)LGD% ‘ page letter in Spanish to
S Suemban Zresidtegt 1S;lgéflord B. Dglc_a or;h
L s ugust 8, , recognizing the
1:0(’,41],6 ;O@LL@ % : Republic of Hawaii. The

Secretary of Foreign Affairs of
Mexico sent an accompanying
one-page letter in Spanish. The
Secretary’s letter was
accompanied by an English
translation.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Netherlands
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Netherlands

Emma, Queen Regent of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands,
personally signed a two-page
letter dated November 2, 1894
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SIR ;

Presiden£ of the Republic of
 me the homor to place in the hands'‘of the

son to whom it is addressed, with the hﬂﬁﬁl

to President Sanford B. Dole,
recognizing the Republic of
Hawaii. A two-page translation
into English was certified as
accurate by the Netherlands

Sllrnetntn, K.,

Tt becomes my grateful d
Autograph Letter from Her

Kingdom of the Netherlands, ad

my cordial adoption of the sept:me.nﬁ so

Please accspt Mr mni’;t.er’,

sion, the renﬁweﬂ sxpressiw

4G

local consul in Honolulu, John
Paty, who also sent a cover
letter to Hawaiian Minister of
Foreign Affairs Francis M.
Hatch.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Norway/Sweden

Sweden/Norway
Oscar, King of Sweden and

Norway of the Goths and
Vandals, personally signed a
letter in Swedish to Sanford B.
Dole dated December 17, 1894,
recognizing the Republic. There
is a translation into French, but
not English.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Peru

Peru
Andres A. Caceres,

Constitutional President of the
Republic of Peru, personally
signed a two-page letter to
Sanford B. Dole, dated
September 10, 1894,
recognizing the Republic. The
Minister of Foreign affairs sent
an accompanying letter.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Portugal

Portugal
Dom Carlos |, King of Portugal

(and ruler and conqueror of
many other places which he
lists), personally signed a one-
page letter, in Portuguese, to
Sanford B. Dole, dated
December 17, 1894, recognizing
the Republic of Hawaii. The date
is written out in words at the end
of the letter just above his
signature. No English translation
survives.

Page 18


http://historymystery.grassrootinstitute.org/2008/04/06/recognition-of-the-republic-of-hawaii-portugal/
http://historymystery.grassrootinstitute.org/2008/04/06/recognition-of-the-republic-of-hawaii-portugal/

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Russia
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Russia _ President Dole, in Russian, Hawaii. There is a two-page
Tsar AIexan<.:Ier lll of Russia dated August 26, 1894, translation into French, but no
personally signed a letter to recognizing the Republic of English translation.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Spain

Spain
Don Alfonso Xlll, King of Spain,

and Dona Maria Christina,
Regent Queen of Spain, both
personally signed a joint one-
page letter in Spanish to

Sanford B. Dole on November
26, 1894, recognizing the
Republic of Hawaii. There was a
one-page English translation.
The Foreign Ministry of Spain
sent an accompanying two-page

cover letter in Spanish to
Hawaiian Minister of Foreign
Affairs Francis M. Hatch, for
which no English translation
survives.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Switzerland
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Switzerland the Swiss federal counsel [Secretary of State] also sent a
Original of a two-page letter [Attorney General] on behalf of  cover letter to his Hawaiian
from Switzerland, in French, the President of the Swiss counterpart (Minister of Foreign
dated September 11, 1894, to Confederation, and also Affairs Francis M. Hatch) to

President Sanford B. Dole,
recognizing the Republic of
Hawaii. The letter was signed by

countersigned by the Chancellor accompany the letter to
of the Swiss Confederation. The President Dole. No English
Swiss Foreign Minister translations have survived.
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

The United States of America

The United States of America
U.S. President Grover

Cleveland personally signed an
official letter giving full
diplomatic recognition to the
Republic of Hawaii.

Unfortunately the original signed
and sealed copy of that letter
cannot be found in the Archives
of the State of Hawaii. A
typewritten copy along with a
letter requesting an appointment
to present to President Dole the

-

”ﬁ';“’:

sealed original of President
Cleveland’s letter recognizing
the Republic of Hawaii are
pictured here.

This is an original letter
containing two paragraphs, on
letterhead stationery “Legation
of the United States” dated
August 25, 1894, from U.S.
Minister Willis to Hawaii Minister
of Foreign Affairs Hatch saying
“In accordance with instructions
from Hon. W.L. Gresham,

To his 2xosllency
SANFORD B. DOLE,

President of the

Great and Good Friend:-

7th ultizmo, by which you ’
proclanstion of the Republic of Ha
of July, 1894, and your assumptiom
Prosident with all the formalities presorib
Constitution thereof.

1 cordially reciprocate the sen
for the continuance of the friendly re
existod between the United States nd the

GROVER CLEVELAND

Prosident of the United States of Amerd

Secretary of State, | inclose
office-copy of a letter from the
President of the United States to
His Excellency Sanford B. Dole
President of Hawaii in response
to his letter announcing the
establishment of that
Government and his assumption
of the office of President thereof.
It will give me pleasure to deliver
the sealed original to President
Dole, at such time and place as
he may indicate.”
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